
February 3, 1993

Honorable Diane Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

~J93 fEB 12 M1 9: 46
Dear Senator Feinstein,

I am writing to you today to express my concern about proposed rules that
are currently under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
IFCC) , PR Docket 92-235. I am tOld, if adopted, will greatly impact the
hobby and sport of Radio Controlled Flying. Although I am not directly
affected by this proposal, I can only imagine the detrimental affects this
will have on both the modeling and aeronautical industries.

Fwo of my employees are heav11y into the sport and have shown Significant
Improvements in their understanding of the general and specific dynamICS of
aircraft flight. As a manager at a large Southern Calif. aerospace firm,
thIS type of off the job training greatly enhances their work performance.
And With the nature of the aerospace industry as it is, only the finest
people will avoid losing their jobs. I believe that much of what they have
learned and job performance stems from their involvement with radio
controlled aircraft.

From what I understand, If the proposal passes it will greatly reduce the
usable number of frequencies allocated for radio control use. In addition,
it will place a number of other bands between those currently used by the
model aircraft flyers. Furthermore, it will allow the new frequency
operators to utilize higher outputs (MHz) which will bleed into the radIO
control frequencies. From the SAFETY STANDPOINT, a model aircraft operating
In the current environment is very safe providing there IS no Interference
with the radio transmission. If the proposal goes through, the first time a
mobIle operator keys his mike near a flYIng field. the pilot of a radIO
controlled aircraft will lose t'he ability to control the aircraft resulting
In a costly ~rash. I know for a fact how mu~h tIme, money, and effort lny
employees put into theIr aircraft. It would be a shame for them to loose
all which they have put forth.

It not for the aircraft modeling hobby, advancements In the aerospace
lrldustry could not be where they are today for all theoretical applicatIons
IIlust be proved thrl:lugh the use of modeling techniques. fhis Issue IS very
Important to me, my employees, and the aerospace industry. Anytt'ing you can
do to pn:ltect the Interests of this ver-y special group of hobbyi!;ts and
professional aerospace engIneers will be greatly appreCiated and will have
lasting benefits ":Dr" all involved.

Fr"ank A. Pi III ttere



... _.,

\

I have been interested in ai.rplanes since I was a small chi.ld.
As a YOltng man I enjoyed constructing model airplanes and when I
was able to afford it. became involved with radio controlled planes.
I am very active in a local club whose members enjoy building and
operating radio controlled model airplanes.

I am verv concerned about proposed ~lles that are currectly under
consider~tion by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)' The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted. the ~ew rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assIgned for model use and
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling
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Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However. our
radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the
land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result. many
land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies
and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that
of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of
model airplanes. only 19 frequencies will be left i.f these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control. we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protectioll of property. Hany of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number
of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC. the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be
greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet
and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The model.s themselves are expensive
to build: but more to the point. they are capable af causing' property
d.~age. serious injury. or even death if radio interference causes the
operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized
events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the
use of our full complement of r,9.dio frequencies in order to assure a safe
flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile r~dio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users



f redioa. but we he.v'9 a conaiderl3.ble inveatment tn 'our models and in our
actio equipment. The hobb~' provides many hours of enJoyment to thol;sands

of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development
of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing
the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

~e4Z-



February 7, 1993

The Honorable Diane Feinstein
united states Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

My name is Steve Starbuck and I work for the accounting firm of
Brown, Waits and Armstrong in the beautiful city of Bakersfield,
California.

I would like to bring to your attention an issue that is very close
to me. I am a member of the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA).
I am also a member of the Southern San Joaquin Soaring Society. We
are an active radio control model sailplane club registered with
the AKA. We fly most Saturday's and every Sunday at the middle
school in Lamont CA. We fly for fun and competitively throughout
the year in many different cities around the state.

I am concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increased risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airp-1anes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and
the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve
the careful cooperation and use of the radio control frequencies.
If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by
the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the



margin of safety will be greatly decrease.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wingspans up to 10
feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The model themselves
are expensive to build, but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We
often fly our models at organized events and contests, where
hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many
hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry.

Please help me, the AMA, and the hundreds of thousands of model
aviation enthusiasts around the nation continue the safe enjoyment
of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals
for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sin;;g£¢t{
Steven R. Starbuck
Model aviator and enthusiast

. :, ':,..- "-- _ :: : .



THE HONORABLE DIANNE FEINSTEIN
UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

FEBRUARY 3, 1993

THE FEDERAl, COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSIONS, IS CONSIDERING ADDITIONAL FREQ
UENCIES FOR LAND ~mB!LE SERVICE (NPRlfI-PR DOCKET 92-235). THESE FREQUEN
CIES WOULD BRACKET FREQUENClcE"Si~ T~~T: 4E~ ?~~D FOR RADIO CO~:TROLED FODEL
AIRCRAFT FLYING. ..' _ ,.. ; I]
THIS PROPOSAl, BRINGS A NUl1BER OF CONCERl1S TO ~~E. I 11'1 LL TRY TO BRIEFJ.Y
OUTLINE THEM AS FOLLOWS.
THE LA~~D ~lOBIJ,E SIGNALS WILL BE Jl"Ik10ST FOUR TIMES MORE POWERFUL THA~l THE
RADIO COIilllmOr. ~lODEL AIRCRAFT SIGNALS. BEING rOEILE, A1:D ~ORE POWERFUL, AN
USER OF THE IJAND FREQUENCY COULD ENTER AN AJ:'EA WHERE MODEL FLYING IS It'
PROGRESS, AND OVERPOWER THE MODEL TRANS/UTTER. THIS WOULD RENDER THE SAFE
COt:'l'RC'I· OF THE r,~ODEL AIRCTIAFT HiPOSSIBTF:. THIS !'ORE P(WERFUl, Lf,ND SIGFAI
~1C'llTD THF:H ACTIV ATB T~E COFTROLS OF THE ATRCRt-.FT. TEl S v/01JLD :·os'r CER
TATNTY RESULT IN TEE AIRCrAFT CRASHnw TO THE GROUND.
FLYING SITES HAVE VARH'G AI';OUNTS OF DISTANCE FROM INHABITED AREAS, AND
R0AD'IIAYS. A r"ODEI, THAT IS NOT ABL>: TO DE CONTROLRD BY THE PHOT HOWEFR,
CAlI' 'L'H AiJ t;J, CCFSIDEEABLE liISTANCFS P" A VEI:"Y SHeRI 'Tn:;;;. THIS TIr;E Il'.''IEn
VAl. ErmANC8S THE CHANCR THAT THE :'~ODln COUTD VERY POSSIBLE CRASH IN n;
HABITED AREAS, OR ON A ROADWAY. THIS OBVIOUSLY COIJUl HAV},' VEHY SERIOU';
OONS~QUENCFlS.
ANO,\,HER :~ ACTOR IS THE PERSCt:AL COST OF ~:\ICH j·:e'DELS. TEl~": VARIES PRC"
~300.00 M'D UP. I \vOULD SUGG;-s'r 'l'ilF.: Ah:l tGE COST Im:r:G ABOUT $450.00.
~'LE rc 1f1 TeLl,AI, A~10UNT DOES NOT HrCI.1JDE THE HOlTRS INVOLVED BUILDING A
HODEL. DOUAR AMOUN'1'S ON THIS WOULD BE VAGUE. HOiEVER ABOUT 100 HOURS IS
A R'8AS("NAPLE ESTH1ATE FOR CO~'STRUCTION.

I RELIEVE IF THE ~lO'RnE I·AFD FREQUEr;CIES PR0roSED BY '}'HE F .E. C. ARE AJ·T.Q1.'!
ED, IT '''aULD EFFECT THE DESIRABILITY OF AN INDIVIDUAL TO BECOKE INVOI,VF.D
Jr' 1'FE ACTIVITY AS A HOBB". ALSO CN:SI rER 'T'HE LI ABI lI'1'Y FACTOR DUE TC'
ACCIDErTS.
AT PRESP1'"T TEF-RE ARE ABOUT 1,500,000 VEFP:~RS OF THE VARIOUS ~10DEL FLynG
AssrCIATI0I1S. THE LARGEST BEH'G THE AGAD::!'~Y OF ~10DEJ !lERONADTIes, AND
SPrR1' FIn'RS ASS0CIATTON. THIS REI,ATES 'ro F:ETAJI. OU'1'LBTS EASILY ACCESS
APTF. H' A.NY srJ:AI.I, OR J,ARGP. TOWN:IN1.ALL FIFTY STATES. r:.QST ITEMS USED H!
cm'JtmCTIOt' vlPH ~1(,DEIING CAN BF. SEJ,ECTED fR0!f FOR R TH AN ONE ~lA~~UF ACTtTP
E1". AS AN INDUSTRY IT IS JAP'iER TEAl! !f.OST REI,HE THAT ARE NOT H1V0J,VED
DIRECTLY.
THE IAST ~'AJOR POINT TI!AT I WOULD LIKE TO ~~ENTION, IS 'rHIS. A LOT OF':EF.,..
ronT IS l'(1'T' FORTH BY Tr!E ASSOCIATIONS, crUBS, AIm U'DIVIDUgs, TO PRESF;rT
THIS ACTIVITY '1'0 SCHOOL AGE CHIJ.DR'8P OF AT,I, ACE GRC'ITPS. I FEET INTERBST
".:- "'",·"r·..,'~r'-'lI."""l",~'" ~"Tl"""~ ...., ·re'"', ""' ,..... ~ , .- '- ··-~~'·l·- .. -J~' -. '1\; -

.'-t~ II 1l· ~'\'J·\';~l·.'.tH,l ~~.·l.,.,"·i .-\0 lJo-lliJ, Vr JLrl;Jj t;~""'J ,1"il,'Ll1 ·q'r:.b~ (';Ui 2;'l'ftv1 f....T ... E" 'i'NAJ.~ r,:AI"i'f
ACTIVITIES THAT'UNFORTHN1'£EELARE AVAILABLE.
M'Y Hr.;r,P THAT YOU f'AY BE ABI,E TO PROVIDE, TO BETAn: T!m U1'ITED rtrMBER OF
:.0',r ('!1'T'PV'D t"J:;T,~C)rrP,t'CJ":S 1F'RF''''1:~ITLY Ef1.]'0YETJ FY PADH' cr,TRrT r"C'1)IERS, 'N}'!'F
('1'':' "'"'"! F.e.C. PRC"POSF,D CHA~!GE v!ILL BE: GPr.:ATTY APPRECIATED.

~~#C""#~~
/ ERI"" R!'C:(~);,TT.... ..1 I, ,."1- .. ' ..... "0_ '.oJ.' '_.

4316 WI!T0WC~EEV CT.
HFf·'P.T, CA. Q?'j45
(90(\) 6 5,S-2)g~.
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Feb. 3, 1993

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
331 Hart senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein,

I am writing to protest a proposed FCC rule change
in radio frequency usage (PR Docket 92-325). I
have a small business concerned with radio
controlled model aircraft and have enjoyed modeling
activity as a hobby for many years. A rule change
that became effective January, 1991 provided a
suitable number of channels for radio control of
models but necessitated buying new radio equipment.

The proposed rule change now will take away and/or
make some of those channels unusable and may require
purchase of more new radio equipment. This
equipment is expensive to buy and why can't FCC
regulations be stable enough so it can be used for a
period of time (at least longer than two years).

SincerelY,#
~.
Donald Sang 1

6192 Firethorn Cir.
Magalia, CA 95954



The Honorable Diane Fienstein
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Ms. Fienstein:

I an very active in a local club whose members enjoy constructing and operating radio
controlled model airplanes. I am very concerned about proposed rules that are under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is
Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio frequencies are in the 72-76 Mhz band. This band is primarily used for private
land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are
far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the
band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a reSUlt, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to
radio control operations. I am told that of 50 frequencies that are presently available for
radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to ten feet and weigh
as much as 30 to 50 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more
to the point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death
if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our
models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

It is unfortunate that the FCC chooses to ignore the financial investment hobbyists have
poured into modeling. This hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the
commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposals for the 72-76 Mhz band.

Slncere~,~td'd..d!L



Wlyne Botl
1415 S. Bluebird St.

Sinta Maril. CA 93454
Telephone 18051 925·2179

February 7, 1993

The Honorlble Diane Feinstein
United States Senate
367 Dirksen Senlte Office Building
Washington. DC 20510-0504

Dear Senator Feinstein:

I work and derive many hours of enjoyment from constructing and operating rldio controlled model
Ilrpienes. I am very active in I local club whose members enjoy constructing and operating rldlo
controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules thlt are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCCI. The proceeding Is PH Docket 92-235. If adopted. the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently ...igned for model use and increase the risk
of accidents and attendant IIlbility for controlling model Ilrpllnes.

Our rldio controlled frequencies Ire in the 72·76 MHz bend. this bind is prlmlrily used for privlte
lind mobile dispatch operltions. Howeve'r, our rldlo control frequencies in this band Ire far enough
apart from the lind mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them Into narrower bandwidths
and rearranging the band plan. As a result. many lend mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently avaHable for radio control of model airplanes. only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplenes und.,. radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of
the operltors Ind bystenders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions Involve
the careful coordination end use of the rldlo control frequencies. If the number of uSlble frequencies
is diminished as proposed by the FCC. the remaining frequencies will become congested and the
mlrgin of safety will be greltly decreased.

Please understlnd thlt many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 ft. and weigh as much as 30
or 40 lb. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury. or even death If rldlo interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models It orglnized events Ind contests where hundreds of
operltors participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure
a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC mly not think we Ire as important as
business users of radios. but we have a considerlble investment in our models and In our radio
equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

·/tr~~ If02~··
Wayne Botz C/
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February 6, 1993

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

I am alarmed to see that the FCC is proposing to implement PR Docket 92-235.

As a radio modeler, the implementation of this rule would render useless
thousands of dollars worth of my equipment.

This rule will allow use of mobile transmitters of greater power between the
radio frequencies used by model aviation hobbyist. The variability of location,
strength of side bands and inadequate separation of the proposed radio
frequencies will result in unreliable control of model aircraft.

I

Modelers who choose to ignore this situation, if it goes into affect, will be a
hazard to the public. This can be a very dangerous situation as these models
are not paper and stick airplanes. They are heavy, high powered, fast and
sophisticated.

Please do not allow this rule to go into affect. I love my hobby/sport of radio
controlled model airplanes, and I would be lost as to what to do for a hobby, if I
have to give them up.

i
n~rrr'Y: 1/.:
I~ ctu~

rold A. Davis
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The Honorable Diane Feinstein Davld J. Schat
flr~it.i7rJ :?t,3tes H,:)use :f S'epf~$ent",~!tl:V:li:~ . 24.22 ;3ilverstrand Ave.
'.iashington. D.C. ~u5LU -., ,',: :::3l-lermosa Beach, ~A :30:254

Dear Mrs. Feinstein.

I've Deen interested in aviation for as long as I can remember. I
am very active in several local clubs whose members enjoy
building and operating radio controlled model aircraft for fun
and ln competitions against each other.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the FCC. The preceding is PH Docket 92-235 that
affects 72-76 MHz band. If adopted. the new rules will seriously
reduce the useability of radio frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risks of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

The ~CC wants to insert more mooile land use frequencies in
between the frequencies used to control our airplanes. The
separation between frequencies will not be sufficient to
guarantee noninterference so we will have to eliminate 31 of our
50 frequencies for safety purposes. This does not eliminate all
safety hazards and will cause tremendous crowding on the usable
frequencies making accidents more likely.

When we fly our airplanes we go to great lengths to insure the
safety of ourselves, bystanders, and property, in fact many of
our safety precautions involve the careful coordination of radio
frequencies to prevent interference.

I'm involved in competitive events that have hundreds of flyers
as well as bystanders with aircraft that can weigh as much as 40
pounds and travel over a hundred MPH. These airplanes are not the
stick and tissue type usually associated with model airplanes but
high tech, computer controlled, and molded of fiberglass and
foam. You can imagine the injury that could result as the result
of an airplane losing control due to interference, not to mention
the disappointment and the monetary loss of the airplane so much
hard work had gone into.

The FCC may not think we are as important as the business users
and are trying to prove it with these rules but many of us have a
considerable investment of thousands of dollars in our hobby and
derive much pleasure out of it. Please don't let the special
lobbying power of large business increase the risk and ruin the
enjoyment of many many individuals such as myself .

. l$::~~"S~
David J. Schat
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The Honorable Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Dianne Feinstein,

February 4, 1993

Sincerely,

I am a sportsman involved in building and flying model radio controlled sailplanes. I Would
like to draw your attention to an FCC Proposed Rule Making which would have a profound
effect on my sport. This is NPRM - PR Docket 92-235.

This Rule is a massive restructuring of the use of radio frequencies in the U.S., one effect
of which would be to allow large numbers of mobile radio users to operate on frequencies
interleaved with our current limited set of model airplane use frequencies. The frequencies
used by these new users would be so close to ours that we could no longer safely fly our
planes without the fear of interference which would cause loss of our beautiful birds, and
perhaps injury to persons on the ground.

I am requesting your help to retain the current frequency separation in the 72 MHz and 75
MHz frequency bands used by model airplane enthusiasts. Thank you for you kind
attention.

Cy
C/U~

. (O~ 'SC<-r .... Clc-ctv( 0

1;<;11:.. ~ /).1.tSS 1btA Dr:
Rose tv(ei('£" f!A- 91770
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The Honorable Diannel.~ : ~: 10: 19
United States senate -- ,-'
Washington, D.C. 20510

I am enclosing a copy of a letter that I 9tnt to the FCC, Please read it. I
feel it is very important that you help us defeat this proposal. The time
frame is very urgent, aft« February 26 1993 it will be too late. I am
anticipating your support and will very much appreciate it.

David W. Bowen
750 Hazel St. Uvermore CA 94550



FCC
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, DC. 20554

I'm writing this letter because I'm concerned about the fact that in excess of 400,000 Radio
Controlled modelers will be affected. I'm concern that entire businesses may be eliminated or
severely affected. The Mom and Pop hobby shops, magazine publishers, raw material suppliers,
and many others may have to close their doors. And what about the modelers themselves. We
have a right to pursue our hobby, our relaxation, and our gratification. How many kids are
doing something constructive in radio controlled modeling instead of something destructive
on the streets?

I'm concerned about the proposed changes before the FCC in PR Docket 92-235. The
paragraph in this docket that would allow the insertion of additional frequencies severely alters
my ability to continue with my hobby. The fact that these inserted frequencies would be so close
to our model frequencies would not allow us to fly our models safely. Let me state that our
models ARE NOT TOYS. They can take many hours to construct, have wingspans of up to 10
feet, weigh from 5 to 55 pounds, travel at up to 200 MPH, and cost up to $2000.00 or more.
I do not own one of these high dollar aircraft but that is one of the aspects of this sport that
make it so appealing. You can build a plane and get much pleasure with a $200.00 project. If
I have to go out and purchase a new radio because these new frequencies are inserted, I'm out
of the model airplane business. The thought of losing one of these models because of radio
interference is not a comfortable one. The loss of the time investment, equipment, and dollar
amount would be hard to take but WHAT ABOUT THE POSSffiLE DAMAGE OR PERSONAL
INJURY THAT COULD OCCUR IF TInS OUT OF CONTROL MODEL WERE TO HIT
SOMEONE.

Under our present FCC frequency spacing, we as modelers are able to fly our planes without
much worry of the above mentioned mishaps. As a club, we monitor our frequencies and fly
safely because of the number of frequencies we have. If this docket is adopted, it will cut our
50 channels down to 19 causing a very crowded condition. Just jamming our 250 members onto
19 channels would cause a major probl\=m. There are more than 450,000 active modelers.
Please allow me and many others to continue with our enjoyable hobby by NOT ADOPTING
the part of the docket that would allow these additional frequencies for land mobil use on the
72-75MHz band. Please don't eliminate us RIC modelers.



The Honorable

Dear ~~. ,'-: I;> .• c· "0
- I ; •• ' r;::

I am involved with the sport of Radio Controlled modeling. I am presently a
member of the Bayside Radio Control Club in Fremont, California. Our club has over
270 members. I enjoy the building and the flying of RIC aircraft. In the begining of
1991, we under went the changing of all our Radio equipment to insure that we met the
new guidelines set forth by the FCC and to keep our hobby safe. I presently own....::t.
Radio control systems and+ different models and I have a workshop full of
products, equipment, and projects necessary to operate my aircraft.

I am very concerned about the proposed rule that is currently under consideration
by the Federal Communucations Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket
92-235. If adopted, the new rule will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for RIC models and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability.

Our radio-control frequencies are currently in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio-control
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from land mobile frequencies that we have
been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part
90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for the safe use of RIC aircraft and
surface models by keeping a 10 KHz spacing between fixed commercial users and
frequencies used by RIC enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.5 KHz of frequencies available to us, eliminating safe use of at
least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 MHz band (for RIC aircraft) and 10 of the 30
frequencies on the 75 MHz band (for RIC cars and boats) now used by hobbyists. In
fact, more channels will likely be affected.

When we operate our RIC models, we go to great lengths to ensure the safety of the
operaters and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the frequencies. If the number
of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to expand the operation conditions of
land mobile radio users at the expense of the radio control modelers. The FCC may
not think we are as important as business users of radio, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and in our radio equipment. It is a sizable industry that must
be saved from these detrimental FCC actions. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial avaition industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC
to carry out its proposal PR DOCket 92-235 for the 72-76 MHz band. We all need your
help urgently because the FCC has a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may
become more difficult to avoid halting these proposals from going into effact.



(Y\ D' Ciil\oSte.~\"-...The Honorable S. ,6-"-"€' 1 4

Dear fr'\ 5' . F(2..'''$ te-i"-. ~.'; : ;:: ,'.. i,J: !:.
I am involved with the sport of Radio Controlled modeling. I am presently a

member of the Bayside Radio Control Club in Fremont, California. Our club has over
270 members. I enjoy the building and the flying of RIC aircraft. In the begining of
1991. we under went the changing of all our Radio equipment to insure that we met the
new guidelines set forth by the FCC and to keep our hobby safe. I presently own _,_
Radio control systems and~ different models and I have a workshop full of
products, equipment, and projects necessary to operate my aircraft.

I am very concerned about the proposed rule that is currently under consideration
by the Federal Communucations Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket
92-235. If adopted, the new rule will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for RIC models and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability.

Our radio-control frequencies are currently in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However. our radio-control
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from land mobile frequencies that we have
been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part
90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for the safe use of RIC aircraft and
surface models by keeping a 10 KHz spacing between fixed commercial users and
frequencies used by RIC enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.5 KHz of frequencies available to us, eliminating safe use of at
least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 MHz band (for RIC aircraft) and 10 of the 30
frequencies on the 75 MHz band/for RIC cars and boats) now used by hobbyists. In
fact, more channels will likely be affected.

When we operate our RIC models, we go to great lengths to ensure the safety of the
operaters and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the frequencies. If the number
of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to expand the operation conditions of
land mobile radio users at the expense of the radio control modelers. The FCC may
not think we are as important as business users of radio, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and in Our radio equipment. It is a sizable industry that must
be saved from these detrimental FCC actions. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial avaition industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by nOt allowing the FCC
to carry out its proposal PR Docket 92-235 for the 72-76 MHz band. We all need your
help urgently because the FCC has a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may
become more difficult to avoid halting these proposals from going into effact.
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The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Ms. Dianne Feinstein,

Donald R. Arvesen
Pr\ 13: 066151 Jumilla Ave.

Woodland Hills, CA 91367
Februarv 1, 1993

Reference: PR Docker 92-235

I am a retired engineer and derive many hours of enjoyment from
constructing and operating radio control airplanes. The club that I am on
the board of directors "The Valley RiC Flyers", has ,lust started an effort
to extend this hobby to children. We hope that this effort will not only
supply the children a life long hobby but will help them overcome the
degrading temptations that exist in our present day society.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band.
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
use interfering with the other.

This band is
However, our

from the land
without either

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, manv
land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies
and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the
50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model
airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

Please understand that many model airplanes have large wing spans and weigh
as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build:
but more to the point. they are capable of causing property damage, serious
in,jury. or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and
contests where hundreds of operators and spectators participate. We need
the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a
safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operatin~

conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers! Please help me continue the safe en.loyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,
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T6': SENATOR DIANE FEINSTEIN . " ~I
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,REGARDING:
PRDOCKET ,92-235 THE BIG MISTAKE -------

.'

'.;" I. ' .' .Respectfully,

, I am a res:l,dential loan officer, notary public', e:x:-:Juvenile probation,:dffice~.',.
college graduate, membet: Academy of Model ,Aeronautics, and very ,involved inself-·, ..
education with regard to aerodynamics of models and. Home-built· air'craft,',: Soon to tie
a competitor in glider racing events, andtiuildirig a Home-buI1't aircraft', .',

I ,own. six large gl;ders, one of which is a scale model o{ ~n actual plane, and. '
weighs almost 10 pounds. I own five radios that would be unusable with t)l'e propsed.
legislation, and would' probably, end up with a serious accident;; or'loss of, involve- ",', .
ment iTI the sport for fear of that,' or inability to absorb' THE NEW COST'S OF UPGRADE .,
AND THE FEAR OF LIABILITY ,mostly the latter.. My hobby shop dedicates about 70;: . . ",\:;
of it's business to the model aviation aspect.

, ,.......AGAIN, SOME OF MY MODEI;S WEIGH AS MUCH AS TEN POUNDS AND TRAVl!. AT THIRTY' .
TO EIGHTY MILES AN HOUR, AT HEIGHTS OF 200 OR MORE FEET HIGH. LOSS OFCONTRPL AT '
EVEN 100 FEET. OR EVEN 2 FEET, WHEN PEOPLE ARE NEAR, IS UNTHINKABLE, AND ALREAbt.<
REQUIRES DILIGENCE AND ATTENTION. TO DETAIL THAT WOULD ONLY BE MATCHED fBY 'AN AVi:AtO~ "
PREPARING A PLANE FOR FLIGHT WITH HUMANS· IN tT. . ' , ,

, "
,t' ,

I generally fly .at Torrey Pines Glider Port in. La. Jolla CA, and~since 'the proPosli!d"':'
frequencie's are so close, the interference will occur and render most: frequencies ',,"
of these models ·unusa.ble, Th~ option will be to use a less' safe park, with less' .'
policing, and the amount of unnecessary accidents will occur. ",'jJ

I don't know how to tell you how important of a hobby this is to our country.
Kids don't have activities that involve so much of their time energy, and moSt of'·
all their MINDS!! Aerodynamics, the learnin8 of it ,exploring of it is so ri'ecessary' :'

. to our future, BURT RVTAN-~ DESIGNER OF VOYAGER-PLANE THAT WENT AROUND THE WORLD .
WITHOUT STOPPING WAS A JUNIOR MODELER and' learned through the building and flying ;: ,' ..
of MODEL AIRCRAFT. That's the koind of importance 'that is' invol'vadwith the plea's "
of this group t.o scrap this propo'sal to crowd already crowded' frequen'cies" of, what'
may be the most responsible group of 'AMERICAN TAXPAYING CONSUMERS you have.' . ,......i.,

~/~~
BOHDAN DEMKIW

, ,.';'
'.'



The Honorable Dialu1e Feinstein
331 Hal-t Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510, b'. '2.~

" \' ,\
Subject: FCC NPRM Pr DOC1\~ty~IQ-235 \

i,j-'"

Dear Senator Feinstein:

January 21,1993

Let me begin by congratulating you on your recent election. Here's
hoping things will change for the better in Washington. I am writing
to request your assistance in the rejection of the subject proposal
presently before the F.C.C. for adoption.

Dur ing i-hi? 1ast five ye~lrs we in the Radio Crmtrol Model hobby were
reqlJi red to replace all our equipment because the F. C. C. decreased our
frequency spacing from 20 I<hz to 10 Khz. The equipment replacement was
very expensive and now they would all be obsoleted by this docket
cl1al1ging the spacing to 2.5 Khz.

Most of us have been interested in Radio Controlled Models for over
thirty years and we spend much of our leisure time trying to help the
younger generation to learn what a great hobby-sport this is.
Certainly this wonderful pastime offers young people a great
alternative to drugs, for this reason alone it is worthwhile.

This proposal, if adopted,would preclude the safe operation of model
aircraft and make the operators subject to litigation for accidents
caused by radio interference. The models I fly are large, fast ,and
e:>{pensi ve, therefore I take every precaution to operate them safely.
l1~re is no precaution I could take to prevent an accident caused by
radio interference by another radio broadcasting perhaps miles away on
a frequency only 2.5 Khz. away from my radio.

It is for the reasons I have stated that the proposals in FCC. NPRM PR
Docket 92-235 to add frequencies between model and commercial
frequencies not be adopted.

Sincerely

/~'I

CJ~/Jl«ddJ-;/
I

LARRY MADDOX RACING
'I'M Finut In Off Road Racing

24090 Palm AliI.
Hemet. CA 92543
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